Discussion
The X-ray structure analysis of the title complex was previously carried out by Prout et al. [1] , but they failed to locate the hydrogen atoms. The published and our crystal structures are essentially the same, however, the atomic parameters presented here are more accurate. In the title complex, the copper atom occupying the inversion centre is coordinated in ah eavily distorted octahedral manner. The basal plane is defined by the four Oatoms of two glycolate ligands. The Cu-Od istances for both the a-hydroxy-O atoms and the carboxy-O are similar, with values of 1.936(2) Å for the Cu-O2 bond and 1.920(2) for the Cu-O1 bond, and the angle ∠O1-Cu1-O2 is 83.53(7)°.All of these agree well with the data of related copper complexes [1] [2] [3] . The C-Ob onds of the carboxylate are similar to each other (d(C1-O1) =1.265(3) Å and d(C1-O3) =1.244(3) Å). The C1-O1 distance is 0.05 Å shorter and the C1-O3 distance is 0.04 Å longer than those of the free glycolic acid [4, 5] . The coordination octahedron is completed by the two carbonyl Oa toms from adjacent units of the complex in the same layer. The distance of 2.547(2) Å for the Cu1-O3B apical bond is significantly longer than those for the Cu-Ob onds in the chelate ring. The Cu···Cu distances within the layers are 5.8835(7) Å,while the Cu···Cu distances between adjacent layers are 5.1095(9) Å,b eing similar to Co···Co distances in bis(glycolato)cobalt(II) [6] . The layers are further connected by O-H···Ointermolecular hydrogen bonds with d(O···O) of 2.579(2) Å and 3.154 (2) 
